
November 22, 2021

Sustainable Delaware Ohio
Public Comment for the record
RE: Tree Preservation Practices, City of Delaware

To members of the City of Delaware Shade Tree Commission,

As representatives of Sustainable Delaware Ohio, we wish to express our support of the petition to
improve tree preservation practices in the City of Delaware, Ohio.

We are concerned for our community, given the push for development. For Coughlin’s Crossing, hundreds
of viable trees were cut down, and the proposed Addison development does not bode well for mature tree
preservation. Although we are not against development, it should be done with the health of our
community in mind. Trees are important to our community for many reasons, such as:

1. Social and Community: Trees increase our quality of life by bringing natural elements and
wildlife habitats into urban settings. We gather under the cool shade they provide during outdoor
activities with family and friends. Many neighborhoods are also the home of very old trees that
serve as historic landmarks and a great source of town pride.

2. Ecological and Health:  Trees contribute to their environment by providing oxygen, improving
air quality, climate amelioration, conserving water, preserving soil, and supporting wildlife.
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, “One acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon
dioxide and puts out four tons of oxygen. This is enough to meet the annual needs of 18 people.”
Trees and other vegetation also filter air by removing dust and absorbing other pollutants like
carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide. Trees control climate by moderating the
effects of the sun, rain and wind. Trees have shown to reduce the heat island effect caused by
pavement, buildings and other impervious surfaces.

3. Property and Economic Value: A mature tree can have an appraised value between $1000 and
$10,000.– Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers. Neighborhoods with trees tend to have
higher property values and are widely regarded as more desirable places to live. In addition,
cooling costs are reduced in a tree-shaded home, and heating costs lowered when a tree serves as
a windbreak.

As Delaware continues to grow, we must continue to protect our tree canopy. This can be accomplished
by upholding Chapter 1168 of the Delaware City Code in all development zones, including those with
Planned Mixed Use overlays. Also additional metrics, as described in the petition, should be considered to
allow for a more comprehensive accounting of development-imposed risks to our tree canopy and
generally for more protection of our natural resources.

The trees in Delaware give us so much and ask for so little. As a “Tree City USA” we must continue to do
the important work of protecting our tree canopy. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

SIGNED

The Board and members of Sustainable Delaware Ohio

https://www.ohiochapterisa.org/aws/OCISA/asset_manager/get_file/468718?ver=0


  

      
 

 
November 23, 2021 
 
City of Delaware 
Shade Tree Commission 
 
 

RE: Petition to Improve Tree Preservation Practices in the City of Delaware 
 
Dear City of Delaware Shade Tree Commission, 
 

The Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) and the OEC Action Fund (OEC AF) write 
in support of the October 19, 2021 Petition to Improve Tree Preservation Practices in 
the City of Delaware. The OEC is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization whose mission 
is to secure healthy air, land, and water for all who call Ohio home. The OEC AF is a 
501(c)(4) social welfare organization whose mission is to protect and enhance the 
environment and the health of all Ohio Communities by advancing critical priorities, 
holding policymakers accountable, and electing environmental champions.  
 

Preserving a city’s urban tree canopy provides numerous benefits, including 
reducing summer peak temperatures and air pollution, enhancing property values, 
providing aesthetic benefits, and improving public health and wellness outcomes. 
 

Planned mixed use developments (PMUs) should comply with the City of 
Delaware’s Tree Preservation Regulations, which are found at Title 11, Chapter 1168.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Nathan Johnson 
Public Lands Director 
Ohio Environmental Council & OEC AF 
1145 Chesapeake Ave., Suite I 
Columbus, OH 43212 
(614) 487-5841 
NJohnson@theOEC.org  
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From: Gwen Valore
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: Tree Preservation
Date: Monday, November 29, 2021 9:03:28 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Dear Sir:
As forest fires burn through the western states, it seems very obvious why we need to keep our
trees alive, growing and healthy. Not only do trees enhance the beauty of neighborhoods and
provide nesting places for birds,  but they also improve the lives of all of us by providing us
with oxygen. We have an obligation to our community to save our trees. Too many people
attempt to make money in the backs of those of us who live in an area. They have no stake,  in
the well-being of our community.

We have an opportunity to be the place where people show by doing that they value the
natural beauty of the area. We could be leaders in ways to have an area that has kept and
protected our gold mine of nature. We can be proud that we have learned to appreciate our
environment instead of raping the land for the profits of a company and a few tax dollars. We
want to teach our  children to value the earth that sustains us and be able to show them we care
about their future as well.

I also urge you to not give special breaks to developers. If we are truly a land of equal rights as
we tell our children, then they also need to see that we also hold everyone equally responsible
for following the rules that others must follow. Let us not be hypocritical here. We can be the
city that treats all the same and stand proud in that.

Thank you for listening to my appeal.
Sincerely,
Gwen Valore

mailto:gwenvalo@gmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


 

Public comment for the record re: Delaware’s Tree Ordinance 
 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

As representatives of the Department of Environment & Sustainability at Ohio 

Wesleyan University, we wish to express our support for the petition to improve tree 

preservation practices in the City of Delaware, Ohio. 

Extensive research has shown that urban trees have many benefits. These include 

reducing the urban heat island effect, lowering summertime building energy 

consumption by providing shade, and supporting urban biodiversity including vital 

pollinators and songbirds. Trees also stabilize soil, participate in the local water cycle and 

are a critical component of local aesthetics. 

As Delaware continues to grow, we can make responsible development choices 

that protect our tree canopy. We support the petition that requests making Chapter 1168 

of the Delaware City Code both environmentally responsible and legally defensible, and 

applying it in all development zones, including those with Planned Mixed-Use overlays. 

We also encourage the consideration of additional metrics described in the petition to 

allow for a more comprehensive accounting of development-imposed risks to our tree 

canopy and generally for more protection of our natural resources. 

Delaware has had the designation as a “Tree City USA” for over 40 years and must 

continue to do the important work of protecting our tree canopy and watershed. Thank 

you for your time and attention to this matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Laurel Anderson (Delaware Resident) 

Dr. John Krygier 

Dr. Nathan Rowley 

29 November 2021                             

Ohio Wesleyan University            

61 S. Sandusky St.           

Delaware, Ohio 43015 



From: brookelyn rambadt
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: Public comment for shade tree commission
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:42:21 AM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

 November 30, 2021

To whom it may concern:

As a founding member of our local Free Forest School group (a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization that promotes outdoor, unstructured play for small children), I wish to express 
my support of the petition to improve tree preservation practices in the City of Delaware, 
Ohio.

Chapter 1168 of the Delaware City Code lists benefits of tree preservation and 
replacement. These include:

Energy conservation

Improved air quality

Reduced noise pollution and light glare

Enhanced habitat for birds and other desirable wildlife

Improved control of soil erosion and moderation of water runoff

Enhanced visual and aesthetic qualities 

Increased property value

Besides the many benefits listed above, trees can be an invaluable connection to nature for 
a child who may otherwise lack regular access. Trees can be used for climbing and as a 
shady spot to read a book or have a picnic. From the flowers blooming and green leaves 
returning in spring to the fruits and nuts of late summer to the colorful changes in fall to, 
finally, winter’s bare branches, trees are the perfect teacher of phenology. Children can 
also observe the many living things that rely on trees for food and shelter and learn about 
the important concept of sustainability when we as adults are leading by example when it 

mailto:brookelynrambadt@gmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


comes to this valuable resource.

As Delaware continues to expand, we must continue to protect our tree canopy. This can 
be accomplished by making Chapter 1168 of the Delaware City Code both environmentally 
responsible and legally defensible, and applying it in all development zones, including those 
with Planned Mixed Use overlays. Also additional metrics, as described in the petition, 
should be considered to allow for a more comprehensive accounting of development-
imposed risks to our tree canopy and generally for more protection of our natural resources.

Delaware has had the designation as a “Tree City USA” for over 40 years, and must 
continue to do the important work of protecting our tree canopy and watershed. It’s our 
responsibility as adults to protect existing trees for future generations, replacing any that do 
need to be removed. Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
Brookelyn Rambadt

Sent from my iPad









From: Anne Sokolsky
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: support for preserving trees in Delaware
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 10:17:58 AM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Dear Delaware City Council and Planning Commission,
I will not be able to attend the meeting tonight but I want to add my voice of support for
Delaware City citizens who are asking that the city prioritize preservation of trees and
greenspace over more development. 

1) PMU zones should have the same tree preservation requirements as all other development
zones. Developers must be held accountable for the destruction they do to our current
greenspace in the process of creating new developments. 
2) Developers should provide substantial data on how they will preserve our greenspace at
their expense NOT ours. 
3) The city needs to find more comprehensive ways to assess tree removal so that trees smaller
than 6 inches in diameter are also included
4) The City needs to incorporate natural resource goals from the City's comprehensive plan
into development practice now and make implementation of the natural resource overlays a
high priority item. 

In summary, we have enough developments here in Delaware City. Duck ponds in
subdivisions are not natural greenery. Little tot parks are not natural greenery. What makes
Delaware as a city a liveable place are the preservation parks. What would be nice is to have
safe bike paths so that we can bike to the parks rather than drive to them. What we do not need
are more cookie cutter developments. At the very least the Developers should be paying for
the damage they cause this city when they "develop" a new development and take away our
trees that take decades to mature. My property would be worth more if I truly had a forest
behind my house in the Shelbourne Forest subdivision. 

Sincerely,
Anne Sokolsky
800 Executive Boulevard
Delaware, OH 43015

mailto:asokolsky634@gmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


From: Juliana Riggs
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: Shade tree commission meeting for November 30
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 11:37:40 AM

Dear Planning Commission and Shade Tree Commission,
I am a long time resident of the Shelbourne Forest neighborhood in Delaware. My children grew up playing in the
woods behind our home. Many family photos have been taken in these woods over the years.
We purchased our home knowing that development would come someday. However, we trusted that the codes and
laws of the city would protect our property value and the integrity of our existing community. Why have programs
to protect the tree canopy, codes that ensure like property built next to like property, or zoning regulations if there is
a loop hole for developers to totally disregard them. This is my concern with the PMU that is planned for Addison
Properties. What will be the effect on the tree canopy, wetlands and streams on this property? Will the single family
homes in my neighborhood back up to businesses, apartments and busy streets causing dual frontage property? If
there are no laws and ordinances from the city to protect the integrity of this property, I fear we are gambling with
the future of the city. The developer will not look out for my concerns and the future of our city we call home. Will
you? There is a responsible way to develop this beautiful land without ruining it’s natural resources and potential.
Thanks for supporting us!
Juliana Riggs

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:riggs.47@icloud.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


From: Matt Kuchers
To: Elaine McCloskey
Cc: Matt Kuchers
Subject: In Support of Strong Tree Policy
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 12:55:27 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

My Wife (Elizabeth) & I, would like to state our support of a stronger tree policy for the city of Delaware for
many good and worthy reasons a few of which are listed below... 

Cleaner Air & Water
Erosion Control
Animal Habitat & Wildlife
Shade Canopy
Beauty and Aesthetics

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Matt & Elizabeth Kuchers
(215 Kensington Dr)

Matt "Kuch" Kuchers
Cru / AIA / LeaderImpact
(740) 972-5824
Matt.Kuchers@cru.org

mailto:matt.kuchers@athletesinaction.org
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net
mailto:Matt.Kuchers@cru.org
mailto:matt.kuchers@cru.org


From: Debora Fuchs
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: Trees
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:31:25 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Dear Shade Tree Commission Members,

I am writing in support of trees. I want our city officials, policies, and zoning to have strong,
enforceable environmental codes in place. I want these to be upheld every time by every
developer. We have let the developers rip Delaware off too many times in many ways but
especially with their lack of tree/natural habitat preservation and this needs to stop.
With the ever increasing devastation brought by the climate crisis it is so important, now more
than ever, to keep our existing, established, mature trees.
The benefits of established, mature trees are many: filter pollution from air and water, curb
storm water runoff, shade,  habitat, etc. Trees provide a unique ecological infrastructure which
we must keep as well as increase in our city limits and surrounding area. Please step up and do
all that can be done to make saving trees and providing more trees a priority in all
development planning.

Thank you,

Deb Fuchs
788 Executive Blvd 
Delaware 

mailto:debfmfuchs@gmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


From: Diane Mungovan
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: Shade Tree Commission In Support of Strong Tree Policy - For Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:31:48 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

"The wild places are where we began. 
When they end, so do we.” - David Brower

Trees make the world a more beautiful place. Mature trees provide shade, shelter, and serenity.
Their benefits are endless, yet below is a listing of some of the key benefits of trees. 

These reasons are why Delaware needs to preserve trees, especially mature tree canopies,
when threatened by development. Trees in areas with vernal pools and/or wetlands and
along stream corridors are especially vital to preserve and protect.

Please make rules to preserve Delaware’s natural resources and please hold all
developers working within all zoning areas accountable for removal or destruction of
trees - including Addison. Natural areas are necessary for a healthy community. 

Provide Oxygen
A single mature tree provides one day's worth of oxygen for a family of four.
In one year an acre of mature trees can provide enough oxygen for 18 people.

Combat Emissions
A mature tree can absorb 1 ton of carbon over its lifespan - this is like erasing 11,000 miles of
car emissions. 
In one year, an acre of mature trees absorbs the same amount of CO2 produced when you
drive your car 26,000 miles.

Clean the Air
One acre of trees has the ability to remove up to 5 tons of carbon dioxide and up to 13 tons of
other particles and gases annually. A single tree might absorb up to 1 ton of carbon over a 40-
year life span. Everyone benefits from cleaner air.

When trees are cut - much of the carbon stored within them is released into the air and all their
benefits are lost.

Trees also absorb dust and wind and reduce glare.

Save Money and Energy
Properly placed tree cover in urban areas can save cities millions of dollars annually in
stormwater management, air purification, and energy conservation costs.

Carefully positioned trees can save 25 to 30 percent of energy consumption. Deciduous trees
are the most beneficial for energy savings since they provide shade in the warmer months and
let the sunlight shine through in the colder months.

mailto:dianemungovan@icloud.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


Near homes trees can reduce energy costs by up to 20%. 

Trees can help cool cities by 10 degrees. They provide shade and break up “heat islands”
created by roads, parking lots and buildings.

Natural Coolant
One mature tree has the same cooling power as 15 room-size air conditioners. Trees lower
surface and air temperatures and through their leaves release water vapor into the air.

Filter Stormwater
One hundred mature trees can capture up to 100,000 gallons of rainfall per year. Mature trees
filter water, reduce runoff (that pollutes and erodes soil) and naturally control flooding.

Forested watershed - like the area in question - in addition to absorbing rain and runoff, and
filtering pollutants, also replenishes underground aquifers. 

Increase property value
Homes with and bordering mature trees sell more quickly and for a high price.

Reduce Stress
According to Morton Arboretum, the sight of trees reduces blood pressure, exposure to trees
makes children less stressed, and drivers who can see trees are less frustrated.

Aid Good Health 
Trees reduce illnesses - studies show access to trees speeds up healing times. Other studies
conclude being near and seeing trees slows heartbeats, lowers blood pressure, and relaxes
brain wave patterns.

A well-placed tree can also block noise by up to 40 percent according to North Carolina State
University. They help to muffle sounds from streets and roadways and provide privacy.

Lower Crime
Trees in the environment also reduce crime. University studies have shown a reduction in
minor crimes as well as domestic aggression and violence in neighborhoods with more trees.

Benefit Wildlife
Trees provide vital habitat for a wide variety of birds, wildlife, insects, and other flora and
fauna necessary for a healthy world.

Let's give trees the credit they deserve. Taking good care of Delaware’s trees now will
ensure that residents can enjoy their many benefits for years to come.

Sincerely,

Diane Mungovan
937 Executive Blvd.
Delaware, Ohio 43015

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=mortonarb.org&u=ahr0cdovl3d3dy5tb3j0b25hcmiub3jnl3ryzwvzlxbsyw50cy9izw5lzml0cy10cmvlcy9tywtpbmctb3vylwxpdmvzlwjldhrlcg==&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=s2zgujhwnfdnrmtvzw41ajrzafm1c0izd2zkvwn5r2gyq1zbykdgqm5tst0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=sfgate.com&u=ahr0chm6ly9ob21lz3vpzgvzlnnmz2f0zs5jb20vzxzlcmdyzwvulxryzwvzlwvmzmvjdgl2zs1yzwr1y2luzy10cmfmzmljlw5vaxnlltk2njy4lmh0bww=&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=tzbkczd4m0nobut2r0w3vgxtz2u3teptqvremstobmruagvualfccmu4zz0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=sfgate.com&u=ahr0chm6ly9ob21lz3vpzgvzlnnmz2f0zs5jb20vzxzlcmdyzwvulxryzwvzlwvmzmvjdgl2zs1yzwr1y2luzy10cmfmzmljlw5vaxnlltk2njy4lmh0bww=&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=tzbkczd4m0nobut2r0w3vgxtz2u3teptqvremstobmruagvualfccmu4zz0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/


Information gathered from - 
brightview.com ,  and  arborday.org  and  treepeople.org

More info also on canopy.org

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=brightview.com&u=ahr0cdovl2jyawdodhzpzxcuy29t&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=l3yveg9zuelnzehgblpuae1nmnniqljna3nyajjwam5eceduvnz2l3uwmd0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=arborday.org&u=ahr0cdovl2fyym9yzgf5lm9yzw==&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=rnjgb2gwoxq3udn3cy9wuwvjahrrudlavvazdvfhsu5pduowylnylzlqzz0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=treepeople.org&u=ahr0cdovl3ryzwvwzw9wbguub3jn&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=d3jyvvvueeffuzfvrgfsy2tzavfzem5tm1iwou9ketzobmnsm2lkekrlmd0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/
https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=canopy.org&u=ahr0cdovl2nhbm9wes5vcmc=&i=nwvhmwmzmzq4mzk4mzkwzgjlzdjhntky&t=sndzogttugtrbnpsajzta1rkyw5lthzqsjzyned2cuewbs9nt1i3ukh1od0=&h=0094b5948fc0455fb2173a06703b7a59/


From: Brett Latta
To: Elaine McCloskey
Cc: R Thomas Homan; Ted Miller; Drew Farrell
Subject: Shade Tree Commission tonight - Public Comments
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 2:45:20 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Hi Elaine:

Not sure if I can make it to city hall, so I am emailing my public comments:

"Upon my request a few weeks ago, Ted Miller recently had the city replace a dead ash on the
south side of East Heffner, directly across from Dairy Depot.  As I looked further down the
street along East Heffner, it dawned on me that the rest of the tree lawn between East Heffner
and the sidewalk (on the south side of East Heffner between North Sandusky and the alley
between North Sandusky and North Union) has never had any tree plantings.  I'm wondering if
the city has enough tree stock to continue to add to the tree canopy at this location."

Thanks!

Brett Latta - 376 N Sandusky St

mailto:bclatta@gmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net
mailto:rthoman@delawareohio.net
mailto:tmiller@delawareohio.net
mailto:dfarrell@delawareohio.net


From: MaryEllen Kelly
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: shade tree commission - Addison development
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 3:03:12 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

I'm writing in support of the importance of tree preservation in all of Delaware and notably in
the Addison development, that will in all probability happen soon, just south of my Oakhurst
neighborhood . Those trees remove impurities giving us cleaner water flowing down to the
Olentangy where we get our drinking water. They also filter pollution from the air and
efficiently capture carbon. The esthetics in beauty and peaceful ambience is priceless. This is a
short list.
Mary Ellen   

mailto:mary__ellen@hotmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net


From: Debora Fuchs
To: Elaine McCloskey
Subject: Addison Farms
Date: Wednesday, December 1, 2021 2:22:25 PM

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Dear Planning Commission Members,

I live in Shelbourne Forest and have several concerns with the Addison Farms PMU requests.
I have signed the petitions and attended City meetings. While I'm not opposed to development
I feel the continued giving of PMUs to developers is unsustainable for our city.

 The Addison Farms request is extremely unsettling. Destroying so much well established tree
canopy, existing wetlands and habitat is not acceptable. The current placement of Merrick
Parkway and opening up of and connecting roads is concerning and totally unwanted in some
places. I'm not happy about increased, unchecked traffic, safety issues, decreased property
values and increased flooding issues. 

There is a stream that crosses Executive Blvd near the nature trail. This stream does not appear
on the maps that have been provided thus far(at least not that I can see). We have had flooding
issues in the past. While I'm one house away from this my neighbors have dealt with high
water levels, fast currents, and tons of garbage coming from the north. What will happen here
down stream with all the development and topographical changes the Addison plan makes?
Especially since it's not even on the maps? Does the owner even know it exists? It can barely
handle the storm water runoff now and has flooded in the past. What guarantees are there that
this won't be exacerbated?

I believe the Addison Farms development can be done with Delaware’s current zoning of the
property, not a PMU. The developers will still make tons of money. Merrick Parkway can be
reasonably moved to a more acceptable position that still satisfies the traffic need but doesn't
compromise current residents property, (it's value, it's safety, it's wonderful mature tree
canopy and wetlands, etc).
I encourage you and all involved City departments to please take the time to truly make this a
development that Delaware can be proud of, not just another money maker for the developers
at the expense of current and future residents. We have zoning codes, tree preservation codes,
etc in place for a reason. Please do not throw them all away with more PMUs.

Thank you for your time and consideration and for your commitment to the City of Delaware. 

Deb Fuchs
788 Executive Blvd 

mailto:debfmfuchs@gmail.com
mailto:EMcCloskey@delawareohio.net
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